JULES    VERNE

Many things have happened since that memorable
story was written, for it must not be forgotten that the
boys who read Jules Verne's tales at the time that he
wrote ..them, had no idea that some of these seemingly
wild dreams would come true. There were no sub-
marines then of the kind that we know to-day ; no air-
ships or aeroplanes ; thus when Jules Verne wrote his
Clipper of the Clouds, he did not know that some of his
young readers would live to see such things sailing over
their heads.
Jules Verne was many years before he found where
his strength lay. He was educated at Nantes ; and then
he went to Paris to study law. Next he began to write
plays and comedies, some of which reached the stage;
and it was not until the year 1863, when he was thirty-
five years of age, that he went to a publisher in Paris
with a story entitled Five Weeks in a Balloon, and so
began that very long list of books by which he has
become famous.
By the year 1870, this tale of the balloon had been
translated into our own tongue. Thus the girls and
boys of the English-speaking world could share in the
joys of the French children. Like the books that fol-
lowed, it was translated into all the European and other
languages, so that Jules Verne achieved world-wide
fame ; and for the next thirty years he wrote at least oae
book each year, and sometimes two, with the result
that soon the British boy had more than fifty books by
Jules Verne from which to choose ; and hundreds of
thousands of these volumes were sold in Great Britain
alone, to say nothing of the sale in America, in France,
and in the other countries of Europe.
There is a legend of the demon Asmodeus, who by
stretching out a hand could cause the roofs of the city
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